PROGRESS   IN   LOST   CAUSES

to water down the obligations of Locarno. There were four
in all, and three were dependent upon the unanimous verdict
of the League Council. Our contribution, however, was
neither through isolation nor alliances but through staunch
support of the League and its machinery.

The general tone of Simon's statement left the House very
dissatisfied, and after some lively exchanges between Austen
Chamberlain, who once again expressed the gravest doubts of
Germany's good faith, and Lloyd George, who thought Ger-
many was the injured party, it was left to Eden to extract
again what little credit was due to the Government. He
reiterated the arguments he had used at Skipton and boldly
stated that he still maintained that if the nations ha.d accepted
the British Draft Convention they would have realized by far
the greatest measure of agreed disarmament that the world
had ever attempted. The Government still stood by it in
principle, and if there were any who wished to criticize it, let
them try to avoid making peace the shuttle-cock of party.
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